
The Niehoff Studio took on the task of renovating 
and redesigning Burnet Woods for its 2014-2015 
studio project. To aid and guide the Studio’s 
design process and overall project the students in 
the Urban Landscape Infrastructure class came up 
with ideas and input to help give them a second 
perspective. The preliminary step to the project 
included a series of lectures and speakers who included a series of lectures and speakers who 
informed us of both the current issues and 
attributes in the Burnet Woods park today. Major 
challenges to overcome include Crime 
perception, connection to Clifton and UC’s 
campus and stormwater. The Cincinnati Park 
Boards Superintendent of Park Planning gave an 
overview of the Burnetoverview of the Burnet Woods master plan. This 
master plan was one step of several in a complete 
Uptown Plan, and gave us a broader idea of what 
a functional urban park should look like and how 
it should tie into the region surrounding it. Dave 
Gamstetter then taught students about plant 
hydrology and current storm water mitigation 
projects in the Cincinnati area to give them a projects in the Cincinnati area to give them a 
better understanding of and how to mitigate 
storm water runoff. 
Some problems that we hoped to fix in the park 
included connectivity to the Clifton and UC’s 
campus. A study showed that 7% of UC students 
hadn’t heard of the park, which may seem like an 
insignificant number but that equates to over 
2,000 students that had never even heard of a 
park that’s was located directly next to their 
college campus. Ironically the isolation between college campus. Ironically the isolation between 
the campus and the park is largely due to the 
campus expanding as well as the numerous 
expansions of MLK Ave. Of the people surveyed 
only 67% had visited the park, and many were 
just passing through or chose not to stay long. 
Around 82% of the people surveyed had a 
negative perception of the park, saying it was negative perception of the park, saying it was 
dangerous, useless and filled with homeless 
people. 
Stormwater runoff from over 280 acres of the 

property surrounding Burnet Woods overloads an 
outdated sewer system and contributes to 
combined sewer overflows. Burnett Woods also 
lacked a variety of uses and gave people very 
little reason for coming to the park or staying 
once they got there. The original park design is 
too car oriented and does not have trails or roads 
conducive to leisure enjoyment or commuting conducive to leisure enjoyment or commuting 
through the park. The goal of our project was to 
use green infrastructure changes to mitigate or 
reduce the strain on the drainage system, 
integrate the natural and man-made elements, and 
connect the park and its surrounding area. 
Considering the number of students we also 
limited our project area, choosing to work on 
only the valley zone of the park. Through our 
projects we hope to connect the park to UC and 
its neighboring community of Clifton, Restore 
healthy plant communities and the hydrology 
within the park, and give the park a unified 
IdentitIdentity. 
Each student chose a case study to further the 
understanding of successful ways to solve the 
problems Burnet Woods faced. Students chose 
projects like urban furniture, land bridges, 
pervious paving materials, bike and leisure trails 
and bioswales for their case studies. Each of these 
studies clearly demonstrated how their 
implementation could be used to help modernize implementation could be used to help modernize 
Burnet Woods. Urban furniture helps to unify a 
park and space allowing for easy use and 
enjoyment, similar to Highline Park in NYC. 
Bioswales provide effective and visually 
appealing ways to reduce storm water runoff and 
water quality. Bike and leisure trails can be 
designed for easy and edesigned for easy and effective use, thus giving a 
park improved utility. A Land Bridge can be 
looked at as an effective solution for a solution to 
the tension between cars and pedestrians that 
need to use the same spaces to travel. 

Students then designed several innovative 

Students then designed several innovative 
projects to improve the park. 

•  A pedestrian and bike bridge over Martin 
Luther King Dr. will connect the park to UC’s 
campus as well as help tie in the language of its 
architecture and landscape. 
••  A new renovated plaza with enticing urban 
furniture will help unify the park as well as 
encourage usage and relaxation within the park. 
•  A new thoroughfare will be built for bikers, 
pedestrians to improve the connection between 
north and south ends of the park
••  Green streets will help to blur the lines between 
the built and natural environment. 
•  Bioswales will be incorporated into the design 
of the green streets, the commuter thoroughfare 
and also be placed in several other locations in 
the park.  

  All of these projects were designed to be 
environmentally low impact and sustainable and 
significantly improve existing conditions. The 
bridge over MLK would also serve as a canal for 
stormwater from some of UC’s major structures, 
helping reduce 3M gallons of runoff water from 
buildings. The bioswales would also retain and 
absorb a laabsorb a large portion, if not all of the runoff 
within Burnet’s 78 acre boundary, depending on 
how many were built and their size. The building 
of these bioswales can do more than just manage 
the storm water runoff, they can clean it!! 
Pollutants and particulate matter such as asphalt 
particles and zinc can be separated from water 
that enters a bioswale and lead to improved air that enters a bioswale and lead to improved air 
and water quality. 

 Going forward we hope that the work we did on 
the park will be used in the future to improve and 
increase the utility of Burnet Woods. 
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One of the problems Burnett Woods is 
having is getting the community involved in the 
park. We tried to address this with the use of a 
landbridge from the University of Cincinnati to 
Burnett Woods over Martin Luther King. Our 
hope is that this will make Burnett Woods more 
accessible to students and become a passageway 
through which students who live on the other side 
of Burnett Woods could use to commute to class 
everyday. This will be a much safer route because 
Martin Luther King is a very busy street making 
it difficult to cross as pedestrians. We also hope 
to bridge the communities by using language 
from both the campus and Burnett Woods. For 
example we are going to use pervious asphalt for 
the bike path just like in Burnett Woods, white 
concrete like in Sigma Sigma Commons, we will 
plant Black Gum Trees and in the fall they will 
turn a bright red similar to the UC red, and we 
will be using some of the same plant mixes used 
throughout the park. This bridge will also be able 
to bridge natural communities by bringing water 
across. With the storm water coming from the 
university in a controlled manner, water habitats 
in the park would be revitalized allowing for the 
possibility of different species to be introduced.

Our hope is that we can work with the 
university on a storm water system. Currently 
all of the storm water from campus runs down 
into Burnett Woods, but it is not controlled and 

causes issues for the environments and habitats 
existing in the park. What we are proposing is 
that all the storm water be collected on the roofs 
of the buildings throughout campus, this can be 
done through green roofs or just with a drainage 
system. The water will then be funneled down off 
the roofs and through a pipe system in a similar 
location to where the original riparian corridor 
was. We would then bring the water onto the 
bridge where it can move through some plants 
to start the cleaning process and finally flow into 
the wetlands area in Burnett Woods. This whole 
process will clean the water better and keep 
it more controlled so as to save and preserve 
existing habitats in the park as well as create new 
ones. We are connecting into what is going to 
happen in the Wetlands and the rest of the park 
through use of materials. We got to where we 
are through collaboration with planning students 
and obtaining knowledge from our professors, 
grad students, and people who work in and with 
the parks of Cincinnati everyday. There will also 
be street-scapes involved under the bridge in a 
similar way to what Jake will be proposing for 
the Ludlow area.

Sedum for Green Walls

Sedum was chosen because it is 
typically what is used on green 
roofs and it also connects to 
green roofs already existing on 
campus.

Black Gum Tree on Bridge

This tree was chosen because in 
the fall it will turn a bright red to 
speak to the UC red.

Pervious Asphalt Bike Path

We used green pervious asphalt 
because it was being used in the 
park and wanted to continue that 
language over the bridge.

White Concrete Bridge Base

White concrete was chosen to 
speak to all the white concrete 
used on campus.

Wood for Bench Top

A darker wood was chosen in or-
der to create more contrast on the 
bridge.

Metal Mesh for Pedestrian Path

This mesh was chosen to mimic 
the mesh proposed for other areas 
of the park and to make sure the 
language with the wetlands was 
continued.

http://flowers-kid.com/ http://greensbayou.org/ http://www.semcog.org/ http://www.daumantas.eu/ http://www.ebay.co.uk http://www.metal-mesh.co.uk/
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A major problem for students living north 
of campus is their daily commute; the most 
direct connection between the Gaslight District 
surrounding Ludlow Avenue and the University 
of Cincinnati’s campus is the incredibly steep 
hill of Clifton Avenue. The path is tiresome-even 
the direct walk from Ludlow to McMillan takes 
fi fteen minutes. Seven lanes of fast-moving traffi c 
put a barrier between either side of the street 
and make biking up the already diffi cult incline 
a dangerous task. Pedestrians are greeted with 
views of parking lots on the west side of the road 
and thick foliage on the east-making an overall 
unpleasant commute to campus every day. 
The solution to these problems lies in Burnet 
Woods. The existing North-South Route of 
Brookline Avenue to Burnet Woods Drive 
provides the framework for the proposed route 
dedicated to pedestrian and cycling traffi c,a 
direct path to UC’s campus. The route will act 
as a “commuter highway”; virtually free of any 
vehicular traffi c and signifi cantly faster than 
the climb up Clifton Avenue. The new, clearly 
identifi able paths create a safe, undemanding and 
beautiful daily trip to campus.
Also proposed as a part of The Picturesque 
Commute is a solution to the graffi ti problem 
plaguing the existing infrastructure of Burnet 
Woods. Rather than continuing to reactive to 
graffi ti as is occurs, new infrastructure created 
through the masterplan would embrace graffi ti as 
public art, giving local artists a sanctioned place 
to work and making necessary built additions to 
the park positive visual delights.

A green street is a street designed to manage 
stormwater runoff in a natural way. The use of 
plants and shrubs absorb runoff water and treat 
the pollutants created by the built environment 
before the water re-enters the natural watershed. 
Green street designs are innovative and effective 
way to restore watershed health in urban 
environments. Stormwater runoff is a major cause 
of water pollution in urban areas. Stormwater 
carries trash, bacteria, heavy metals, and other 
pollutants into drainage and sewer systems. 
Many cities have old sewer systems that are not 
capable of handling the amount of stormwater 
that they collect; this results in overfl ows into 
rivers and streams, polluting our Nation’s water 
quality, air quality, and natural landscape. Green 
streets mitigate stormwater runoff by using green 
infrastructure elements to capture stormwater 
and fi lter it before it pollutes our waterways and 
natural environment.
Green infrastructure are systems of vegetation, 
soils, and natural processes to manage and fi lter 
stormwater before it is released into natural 
waterways. These systems mimic the natural 
fi ltering processes of nature by soaking up and 
storing water.
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Cycling & Walkway @ Public Art Wall

Bioswales are vegetated channels designed with gently sloped sides (less than 6%), to slow, infi ltrate, and 
fi lter stormwater. Along the Burnet Woods side of Clifton Ave and the south side of Ludlow Ave would be 
great applications to implement a bioswale design.

At the Ludlow Ave. and Clifton Ave. intersection, curb extensions as bio-fi ltration planters can be used to 
manage stormwater and enhance safety for pedestrian crossings.

Street parking along Clifton Ave can accommodate green infrastructure elements in order 
to capture stormwater, fi lter it, and redirect it into Burnet Woods’ wetland valley.  Permeable 
pavers can be placed in the parking lane, while the bio-fi ltration planters or bioswales can be 
placed where existing drain inlets are located.

Cycling & Walkway @ Conveyance Channel

Walkway, Cycling & Roadway

Walkway, Cycling, Roadway & Parking

THE PICTURESQUE COMMUTE

GREEN STREETS
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